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What’s Your Money Story?

And How to Tell It?

Thank YOU!
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http://bit.ly/MoneyStory2018

Lori L. Jacobwith

• Since 2001 helped Nonprofits raise 
$300 million from individual donors. 
And counting.

• Named one of America’s Top 
25 Fundraising Experts

• Former Executive Director, 
Development Director, Nonprofit 
Board Member

• Speaker, Trainer, Coach, Author 

LJacobwith 

@LJacobwith

www.ignitedfundraising.com
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And Master Storyteller 
4500+ organizations

Trainer - 500,000+ people

Author

• Complete Storytelling System

• Fire Starters Weekly Blog

Fundraising Culture Change Expert

Two of My Teachers

Lynne Twist, Fundraiser & Author
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Today

� Success

� Money

� Your Money Story

� Knowing & Sharing 

Your Money Story

� Next Steps

Success
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Success for ANY Organization:

Communication

Communication

Communication

Support Moves

Toward Boldness 

& Clarity Of 

Communication

~ Lynne Twist
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A “Failure to Communicate”
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Fundraising

“The privilege of facilitating 

the reallocation of the 

world’s financial resources 

away from fear and towards 

that which we love.”

~ Lynne Twist

Money
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How Comfortable Are YOU

Talking with Others About 

Giving Money?

We Dream About It 

Argue About It

Worry About It 

Celebrate It 

Spend It 

Save It 

MONEY
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Money is Like Water
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Invite Money Stop By for A Visit

In Defense of Raising Money

A Nonprofit Manifesto

bit.ly/NonprofitManifesto
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Asking for 

money is not 

all about the 

money. 

Image Source: Aurora Graton Medical Center 

Money = Power…or Maybe Not



What is Your Money Story? And How To Share It? 

- Cause Camp 2018

2018© Ignited Fundraising™ 12

Fundraising  consistent with 

your mission, will always 

produce enough money.            

~ Lynne Twist

Your Money Story
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Different Money Stories

Different Money Stories



What is Your Money Story? And How To Share It? 

- Cause Camp 2018

2018© Ignited Fundraising™ 14

How Many Different 

Money Stories Does 

Your Organization Have?

Three Toxic Myths of Scarcity
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There’s Never Enough

More is Better
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That’s Just The Way It Is

Money Story
� Useful Tool

� Necessary Evil

� Dreaded Topic

� Exciting Topic  

� Possibilities
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NOT: “How Do We Get Money?”
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The Question Really IS:

“What Is Our Relationship 

WITH Money?”
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WORDS We Use

Utilitarian Communication
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Inspiring Communication

Donate

Attend

Help Us

Give More

Give Again

Invest

See Your Impact 

Who Will Your Gift 

Help?

Long-Term Partners

Scarcity 

Communication
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Possibility Communication

Hard

Donor Fatigue

We Can’t

Not Enough…

They Won’t

Learning To…

Inspire You

What if We Could

The Very Right People

Long-Term Partners

Knowing & Sharing 

Your Money Story
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Secrets We Keep From Donors

Don’t Keep  

Money 

Secrets
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My “Secret Sauce”
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I Give You Permission to 

Talk About Money…PLEASE

In Our Fundraising

We Raise the Most 

Money For…
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Communicating A Clear $ Story

� How We Help One Person

� Show Progress to Next Milestone

� Inform About “What It Takes”

� Inspiring, Specific, Relationship-Building

Money Story

Put a Face On What 

I Make Happen

AND Share What it 

Takes to Make That   

Impact

Image Source: Boys Town Facebook
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Mission Moments

Lori’s Definition: 

“Any short, inspirational, example 

of how your organization is making 

an impact.”

About a person. 

Could be a donor, client, client family 

member, staff, volunteer, board 

member, family member or you.

Image Source: Utah Foodbank - Facebook

Mission Moments
Create Unforgettable 

Emotional Connections

and Empathy
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Empathy 

Creates 

Connections

Money Story + People Story

Image Source: Minnesota State University, Mankato 
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“Here’s What it Takes…”

ANNUAL

What It Takes

http://bit.ly/MoneyStoryImages
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http://bit.ly/MoneyStoryImages

Update On Next Milestone
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Update On Next Milestone

Visionary Money Story

Image Source: Upstream Arts
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Inspiring Communication
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Moving Forward

http://bit.ly/MoneyStory2018
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Lori Jacobwith – Ignited Fundraising

@LJacobwith

Fire Starters Blog 

Resources & Staying Connected

Lori L. Jacobwith

http://bit.ly/StrategizeWithLori

To Talk With Me:

Thank You!

GO!

Talk About 

Money, Please!
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Thank You!


