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L MODULE PRACTICE: Identifying Your Story Sources

Using the following Identifying Your Story Sources forms (Worksheets 3.1 through 3.4),
jot down names of people in each category who are passionate about your work.

Begin by identifying your sources in two steps: first, fill in the worksheets in your own.

Then do this exercise with a team. This is a powerful exercise for your fund development
committee, or your program staff or your communications team.

Ask your team to list as many possible people who can be story sources as you can.
The important thing is that to purposely set aside time to create your list of prospective
storytellers. Strive to identify ten solid sources for stories.

Next, make sure to list who knows each potential storyteller best—that’s an important piece
of finding good stories: having the right person talk to the potential storyteller.

As with each of the exercises in this Complete Storytelling System, you may do them alone
or with others. The truth is you begin to transform your culture when you do the practice
exercises with others.
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PEOPLE YOU SERVE

Name Who knows them best?

FAMILY MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE YOU SERVE

Name Who knows them best?

BOARD MEMBERS

Name Who knows them best?

WORKSHEET 3.1
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FORMER BOARD MEMBERS

Name Who knows them best?

LONG-TIME DONORS

Name Who knows them best?

FIRST-TIME DONORS

Name Who knows them best?

WORKSHEET 3.2
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STAFF (NON-FUNDRAISING)

Name Who knows them best?
EVENT SPONSORS

Name Who knows them best?
VENDORS

Name Who knows them best?

WORKSHEET 3.3
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REFERRAL AGENCIES OR PROGRAM PARTNERS

Name Who knows them best?
ELECTED OFFICIALS
Name Who knows them best?
MEDIA AND OTHER
Name Who knows them best?

WORKSHEET 3.4
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